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Allowable subject matter 

Claims 1-19 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art neither discloses nor suggests the following limitations, in 
combination with the remaining elements as disclosed in claims 1 and 9: 

"rating means for generating a moderation value for each amendment derived 
from the moderation inputs received from the moderation means and for storing the 
moderation value so generated in the repository, means for generating a user 
moderation value in respect of each user, from moderation inputs of other users made 
in respect of amendments made by the user, and means for applying their respective 
user moderation values to inputs made by each user." as required by claim 1. 

"generating a moderation value for each amendment, the moderation value being 
determined by the moderation inputs, generating for each user a user moderation value 
derived from moderation inputs applied by other users made in respect of amendments 
made by the user, applying inputs made by each user, the respective user moderation 
value." as required by claim 9. 

The closest reference Trauring (6,513,033) teaches that a system for approving a 
proposal determined by total votes from each user however, Trauring fails to disclose 
means for generating a user moderation value in respect of each user or generating a 
user moderation value for each user derived from moderation inputs. 

Proper motivation has not been found in any references for combining the 
teachings to meet the claimed limitations. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Correspondence 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Wilson Lee whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1824. Papers related to the application may be submitted by facsimile 
transmission. Any transmission not to be considered an official response must be 
clearly marked "DRAFT". The official fax number is (571 ) 273-8300. Information 
regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

o 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the 
PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on access to 
the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). 
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